
I Survived the
HOLOCAUST
MY LIFE IN POETRY

Renate  Kaufmann



I Survived the HOLOCAUST
   MY LIFE IN POETRY
Copyright © 2012 by Renate Kaufmann

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a  
retrieval system or transmitted in any way by any means—electronic, me-
chanical, photocopy, recording or otherwise—without the prior permis-
sion of the copyright holder, except as provided by USA copyright law.

ISBN 978-0-9855241-2-8
1. Poetry: inspirational and religious
2. Autobiography : Historical - Holocaust
3. Religion: Messianic Judaism

Cover pencil drawing, copyright © 2012 the author, drawn by her father  
when he was in a Holocaust containment camp. 
All interior artwork copyright © 2012 by the author, except for:
Image, p.  31 copyright © 2012 shutterstock.com, used by permission.
Photos pp. 8,9,32,33 copyright © 2012 by Cheryl Zehr
Father-son drawing p. 33 copyright © 2012 by Karen Van Lieu
9-11 photo p. 62 courtesy wikipedia, public domain

Cover and interior design, copyright © 2012 by Chery Zehr, Olive Press

Published by
Olive Press
Messianic and Christian Publisher
www.olivepresspublisher.com
olivepressbooks@gmail.com

The art images are grayscale  photos of beautiful, full-
color pieces of various media by the author with the 
exception of a few that are pencil drawings and her 
border art. 

Our prayer at Olive Press is that we may help make the Word 
of Adonai fully known, that it spread rapidly and be glorified 
everywhere. We hope our books help open people’s eyes so 
they will turn from darkness to Light and from the power of 
the adversary to God and to trust in  [wXy Yeshua (Jesus).  
(From II Thess. 3:1; Col. 1:25; Acts 26:18,15 NRSV New Revised 
Standard Version and CJB Complete Jewish Bible) May this book 
in particular help to bring unity and understanding among believers.

O
tyz  rhc

M e s s i a n i c   &  C h r i s t i a n  P u b l i s h e r

 



I am a Messianic Jew
Ode To The Proselyte
Sabbath Song
Shalom to You
Passover
Happy Passover
Exodus
His Glory Marks His Being
First Fruits
Yom Kippur
Wailing Wall
Our Home Group
Let’s Be Women of Influence
September 11
Why G-D, Why?
California is burning
Awaiting The Storm
Our Father
My Savior
‘Till You Return		

Poem Contents 
What is Peace?
I Survived the Holocaust
Why Hate the Jews?
My Hiding place
Beloved Switzerland 
What is a Home?
Mama, Is there Life After Death?  
Heaven
Nani
Who Am I?
Many Years Later
What is Wrong with this World?
Uncertainty
I Found the Truth
A Peculiar People
Who is on the Lord’s Side? 
I Love My Garden the Best
Not An Alien Anymore
Thank God 
A Transparent Servant

 7
 8

10

13

15

16

18

20

23

24

26

28

29

30

32

35

36

38

39

41

42
44

46

47

48

49

50

52

54

55

56

58

60

62

63

64

65

66

67

68



6 7

 What Is Peace?
Mama, what is peace?  I asked
When we suffered World War II;
Mama, why do we have to wear a star?
My child, because you are a Jew.

Mama, will there again be a time
When angry men will smile?
I hope, my child, it will be soon;
Be strong, hold on and trust awhile.

Trust in what and what is trust?
Trust in hope, my child, that is a must;
Hope in your Maker up above,
The only hope, abundant love.

The only way that there is peace,
When bombs and cruel men will cease
And groceries will fill the shelves,
When one can work and again believe in self.

When people without fear can go to the house of God;
When cities will be rebuilt on every street and corner lot;
When people learn again to smile and call each other sister, brother;
When friends don’t betray one’s trust but reason with each other.

When hope is stirred to find a way
And love is found in every heart,
When parents raise children to obey
And races are not kept apart.

And encouragement to help will be expressed,
When all mankind can claim and seek togetherness;
When all of us pray and praise our God upon our knees,
Then, my child, and only then, will we experience peace.


